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INFORMATION FREEDOM AS A CONDITION FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS

Summary. The importance of information freedom is not only relevant to
personal freedom, but also to broader social, economic, and technological aspects.
Information has the ability to continuously accumulate and synthesize with other
information, creating unpredictability and fostering scientific discoveries and
technological advancements. The quality of new information depends on the number
of information sources involved in its production, allowing for a wider field of
associations and idea synthesis. Information needs to be in an ongoing flow within
social, political, cultural, and economic contexts to remain relevant and effective.
Any censorship or restrictions on information exchange and production will lead to
isolation, economic and technological backwardness, and a decline in the quality of
political decisions and overall societal well-being.

Keywords: information freedom, accumulation, synthesis, unpredictability,

isolation.

Casuenko C. B., Ilooonax €. 1. Ingopmauinina ceobooa sk ymoea
CycninbHo20 npozpecy. Baosicnusicms inghopmayitinoi c60600u cmocyemocs He auule
ocobucmoi’ c60600u, ane iU COYianbHUX, eKOHOMIYHUX [ MEXHOJIO2IYHUX ACNeKmis.
Inghopmayisn mae 30amuicms nOCMItiIHO HAKONUYYBAMUCS | CUHME3YBAMUCS 3 THULOIO
iHghopmayiero, cmeoproyu Henepeddawy8aricmo, CNPUAIOUU HAYKOBUM BIOKPUMMAM

[ mexHol02iuHOMy npozpecy. AKicmb HO80I IHGopmayii 3anexcums 6i0 KilbKOCMi
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IHhopmayitinux Oxcepen, 3any4eHux 00 ii BUPOOHUYMBA, WO 00380JIA€ WuUpuLe noje
011 acoyiayiti ma cunme3sy ioetl. [L[o6 3anuwamuca axmyanvHolo ma egheKmueHoro,
iHpopmayis nosunHHa nepedysamu 8 NOCMIUHOMY NOMOYL 8 COYIAIbHOMY,
NOJTMUYHOMY, KYIbIMYPHOMY MA eKOHOMIYHOMY Konmekcmax. byov-axa yensypa uu
oOMmedceHHss Ha 0OMIH iH@opmayielo ma ii eupoOHUYMBO npuzeede 00 (30Yii,
EeKOHOMIYHOI ma MexHON02IYHOI 810CMANIOCI, 3HUNCEHHS IKOCMI NOJIMUYHUX PIUUEeHD
ma 3a2anbHo20 006poOYmy CychniibCcmaa.

Knwuoei cnosa: ingopmayiiina c60600a,  HAKONUYEHHS,  CUHME3,

Henepeobauyeanicmy, 13015Yisl.

Why is freedom of information important not only as an aspect of personal
freedom, but also in a more global social, economic, and technological sense?

Information tends to be continuously accumulated (this is impossible if the
information flow is interrupted due to restrictions); information tends to be constantly
synthesised with other information, generating the effect of cognitive unpredictability
in the process of research and analysis (this is the basis of inventions, scientific
research, technological breakthroughs); the quality of new information depends on
the number of sources involved in the production of this new information: the more
alternative sources there are, the wider the field of association and synthesis of ideas,
the greater the quality of the information.

Therefore, the restriction of information exchange and production with
references to «information sovereignty» inevitably leads to isolation, economic and
technological backwardness, deterioration of the quality of political decisions and the
standard of living of society as a whole. Examples include the USSR, North Korea,
Cuba and other countries that tried to seriously implement «information sovereignty»
and suffered catastrophic consequences. According to M. Castells, the reason for the
collapse of the USSR was technological backwardness, the inability to rebuild the
industrial statist economy in time according to the principles of the post-industrial era
due to information isolation and misunderstanding of the very nature of

information [1].
202

N N N N N e e e e e e et e e et Tt Tt et e

N N T N N N T T N T T NN

T N T T T T T T v



SN N N N N T T T e Tt Tt T T e T T T T T T e

There is another example given by experts from the Kharkiv Human Rights
Group. The reason for the economic and technological success of the United States is
«the breadth of the rules of information exchange, the free circulation of a wide
variety of data in this unique environment is significant... Legally not distinguishing
between “good* and “evil* in information, the intellectual elite of the United States
has reached real scientific, technological, and creative heights» [3, p. 19]. Today, due
to the introduction of political correctness rules, the dominance of decolonisation
discourse, the ideology of the BLM movement, the spread of the «culture of
cancellation», etc., the situation with freedom of speech and information in this
country is not changing for the better.

Why is information freedom so important for Ukraine as a post-totalitarian
country? Because, according to V. Rechytskyi, we have problems typical of countries
with a totalitarian past that need to be addressed: hypertrophied ethnic identification
(the main factor of identification is ethnicity), which contradicts the principles of an
open civil society (K. Popper, J. Soros); mass stereotypical consciousness (the same
view of the world formed by the media); excessive state regulation of science and
education, standardisation of textbooks and teaching methods (traditions of state
paternalism); negative manifestations of narrow corporate ethics of intellectuals
(science is structured on the corporate-clan principle); temptations of ideological
indoctrination (K. Lorenz warned about this in his work on the eight sins of civilised
humanity). [2]; the low level of strategic thinking of the ruling groups, which is a
consequence of the crisis in higher education and the actual displacement of the
humanitarian component from education, and many others.

The sphere of intellectual freedom directly depends on freedom of information.
It «exists not when a person is free to say and write whatever he or she wants, but
when he or she is in a regime of guaranteed freedom». What does this mean? The
author or researcher independently chooses the purpose of the study, not under
pressure from external forces (political, ideological, commercial, grant, etc.), is
personally responsible for his or her text without any external censorship control, and

«the results of free intellectual activity should be distributed among its subjects, not
203
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taken away by an authority external to them» [3, p. 20]. Therefore, high-quality
information can only appear in conditions of intellectual freedom. Finally, as Castells
shows, the level of openness of socially important information also affects the
national security of the state in a strategic sense, because in the field of international
competition, the party that is able to offer the world market of ideas more quality,

Innovative, creative information always wins.
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