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WAYS TO DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING IN ENGLISH CLASSES 

 

Critical thinking development technology offers certain methods, techniques, 

and strategies that construct the learning process by type of learning activity in the 

step-by-step implementation of each stage of the lesson. Technology for the 

development of critical thinking through learning a language has four stages: 

warming-up, evocation (the phase of challenge actualization), comprehension 

(introduction to new information, analysis, personal understanding), and reflection 

(meditation). 

For the stage of comprehension, associative strategies are proposed. These are 

a logic chain, the strategy of clusters, “conceptual wheel”, associations, word trees, 

brainstorming, etc. 

In a logic chain, students are given a particular word and are given a group of 

other words. The task may be to find an odd word or to distinguish the correct answer 

(multiple-choice test). 

Clusters and word trees have much in common – they have a core word (the 

topic) and corresponding semantic units: 
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Figure 1 – Cluster Tree “Metals” 

A word tree may be composed of the words produced by students during the 

games “Logic chain” or “Associations” – all the words connected to the topic are 

written down and a word tree is produced by drawing or using special software.  

One of the many helpful activities on this stage is the so-called “Jigsaw 

reading”. The group of students is divided into several teams and each team is given a 

text cut into paragraphs. The task is to make up the text of its parts. This task involves 

such activities as logical thinking, listening to an interlocutor, discussion and making 

a common decision. Teamwork is important for critical thinking development as 

different minds and points of view are involved, which encourages analytical skills. 

The variants proposed are discussed, criticized and then accepted or rejected. 

Apart from working with texts, fostering critical thinking may involve many 

other ways of application. For example, some grammar manuals propose logic 

puzzles and brain teasers to make learning more interesting. One can also use brain 

teasers collections in the language being learned. Such puzzles foster students‟ 

language skills and activate their process of thinking, and are helpful at the stage of 

reflection. 

Logic puzzles as well as detective riddles (or mysteries) involve students in the 

active information comprehension instead of the passive one. Some mysteries 

combine logic problem with general scientific knowledge, like the following one: 

Poor Mr. Teddy was found dead in his study by Mr. Fiend. 
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Mr. Fiend recounted his dismal discovery to the police: “I was walking by   

Mr. Teddy‟s house when I thought I would just pop in for a visit. I noticed his study 

light was on and I decided to peek in from the outside to see if he was in there. I 

walked through the snow towards the window, and I had to wipe the condensation off 

the window to see inside. That is when I saw his body. I kicked in the front door to 

confirm my suspicions of foul play. I called the police immediately afterward.” 

The officer immediately arrested Mr. Fiend for the murder of Mr. Teddy. How 

did he know Mr. Fiend was lying? 

Students usually find out the truth easily, as they know that condensation in 

winter appears inside, not outside the house. 

Implementing critical thinking strategies in English classes is a very effective 

and entertaining activity. Using techniques and strategies developed by scholars, we 

can identify the most effective among them, select exercises that will fit the age and 

physiological characteristics of students, which will create the necessary conditions to 

convince them that their every thought or idea is desirable and valid. This greatly 

increases their activity and intellectual developmental aspect, since the intention to 

criticize normally arises in people when they are confronted with a position that is 

significantly contrary to their own, interferes with their life. However, this intention 

does not always lead to the rejection or change of this position; after all, strong 

criticism is not aimed at asserting one's own priority at any cost. Instead, it seeks to 

truly solve the problem, the right thinking, and life in general. 
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ENHANCING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPEAKING SKILLS 

 

Many language learners regard speaking ability as the measure of knowing a 

language. These learners define fluency as the ability to converse with others, much 

more than the ability to read, write or comprehend oral language. They regard 

speaking as the most important skill they can acquire, and they assess their progress 

in terms of their accomplishments in spoken communication.  

Language learners need to recognize that speaking involves three areas of 

knowledge: 

 Mechanics (pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary):using the right 

words in the right order with the correct pronunciation; 

https://www.littlethings.com/solve-these-3-mysteries/1?utm_%20medium%20=google&vpage=2
https://www.littlethings.com/solve-these-3-mysteries/1?utm_%20medium%20=google&vpage=2
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