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Functions of Public Libraries 

Republic Act No. 7743

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL, CITY AND MUNICIPAL 
LIBRARIES AND BARANGAY READING CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE PHILIPPINES, APPROPRIATING 
THE NECESSARY FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Sec. 6. Functions of the Public Libraries and Barangay Reading Centers. — The public libraries and barangay 
reading centers shall have the following functions: 
(a) to make available to the members of the community reading materials of wide array including reading 
materials prescribed by the Department of Education Culture and Sports and national newspapers of general 
circulation and others; 
(b) to be used as a venue for audio-visual presentation in the community and other kinds of exhibitions and 
activities aimed at increasing the literacy rate by government agencies, non-governmental organizations or 
private entities in the dissemination of information of general interest; and 
(c) to offer such other related services in the furtherance of this Act.



Status of Public Libraries in the Philippines

The National Library of the Philippines (NLP) assists over 1,455 public libraries, throughout 
the Philippines in terms of training, staff development and partial book allocations. 

Majority of the public libraries in the country are found in the municipalities (50%), barangays 
(21%), cities (19%) and provinces (9%). 

The actual total numbers of public libraries in the Philippines however, only make up 3% of 
the ideal as prescribed by the law. 

Most of the existing public libraries are under the office of the Mayor (37%) and the 
Vice-Mayor (21%), followed by the barangay captains (16%), the Sanggunian (9%), the Vice 
Governor (6%), and the Governor (5%). 

Taken from: 
http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/sites/default/files/14Jun2019/Status%20of%20Philippine%20P

ublic%20Libraries%20and%20librarianship.pdf

http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/sites/default/files/14Jun2019/Status%20of%20Philippine%20Public%20Libraries%20and%20librarianship.pdf
http://web.nlp.gov.ph/nlp/sites/default/files/14Jun2019/Status%20of%20Philippine%20Public%20Libraries%20and%20librarianship.pdf


Fake News / Misleading Information

“...fake news disrupts legitimate sources of information...It also 
undermines the credibility of real news sources”

https://library.nwacc.edu/fakenews/danger 

https://library.nwacc.edu/fakenews/danger


Public Libraries as Partners in Combating Infodemic: 
Practice Civic Engagement

“civic engagement means working to make a difference in the civic life of our communities 
and developing the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that 
difference” (Public libraries as platforms for civic engagement, 2018). 

“Libraries uphold and strengthen some of the most fundamental democratic ideals of our 
society” (Kranich, 2012) 

● Opportunities for public libraries to break bubbles
● Libraries as content providers and be publishers themselves
● Provide evidence-based data and information
● Encourage and strengthen diversity
● Bring people together with mutual interest





“Public libraries have a larger role to play in 
the community”

Interview with Provincial Librarian of Cavite, 
Connie Villanueva

“provide the right information 
in your platform (social 

media)”
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