
HUMAN LOSSES OF UKRAINE

✓ 31 thousand Ukrainian soldiers died
(Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine, 2024)

✓ 10,582 civilians killed and 
19,875 injured

✓ including 587 children killed and 
1,298 injured 

(report of the UN Office for Human Rights, 2024)

Irpin’ (satellite city of Kyiv)

Wall of memory to fallen soldiers  (Kyiv)





4. UKRAINIAN LIBRARIES IN THE WAR. LEADERSHIP



UKRAINIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION  LEADS, HELPS AND 
SUPPORTS LIBRARIES 

✓ Financial support for librarians in difficult 
circumstances due to the war - from March 2022 
until now 

✓Support for the reopening of libraries - the Fund 
for Assistance to Libraries of Ukraine - from June 
2022 until now

✓Psychological support for librarians - from April 
2022 until now

✓Many different library projects for many different 
topics – all time since 1995 



LIBRARY LEADERSHIP IN 
UKRAINE IN THE TIME OF WAR

✓Libraries are at the frontline of solving the 

challenges and needs of people, 

communities, and society

✓Libraries strengthen their subjectivity, take 

initiative and take responsibility 

✓ULA leads, helps and supports libraries 

?



Libraries provide 
services 
both physically and 
distantly

LIBRARIES ARE UNBREAKABLE

New models of library 

activities as answers to 

challenges  

2022 /
2023 .

Users

13 653 200 /

12 597 500 /

Physical visits

246 180 000 /

84 926 000 

Online visits

79 636 700 /

175 771 700 …



Reconstruction and 
opening of new public 
libraries – 115

LIBRARY AS A CENTER OF LOCAL COMMUNITY 

New library in Dernove town (Sumy region)



LIBRARIES FOR SAFETY 

Training ‘First Aid for Civilians’ in Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine



Mine safety training in Kyiv-Polytechnic Library

LIBRARIES FOR SAFETY 

✓ Ukraine has 174,000 km² of potentially 

mined areas.

✓ 20,000 km² and 12,000 homes have 

been cleared of mines 
(State Emergency Service of Ukraine)

✓ Mines and explosive devices killed

246 civilians, including 13 children.

521 people were injured, including

53 children
(Ministry of Defence of Ukraine)



BOMB SHELTERS IN LIBRARIES

Shelter in Lviv Regional Library for children

Project ‘Library as a Safe Place’ 

started in 2022 

Ukrainian Library Association 

Goethe Institute 



SMART SHELTER CLUST SPACE - CREATIVE INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATIONAL SPACE IN THE KYIV POLYTECHNIC LIBRARY

600 sq m

150 people in regular conditions 

500+ people in the shelter

✔Coworking/event space

✔Rooms for group work

✔Skype rooms

✔Books in open access

✔Areas for relaxation

✔Kitchen

✔Inclusive sanitary area

72 hours in autonomous mode

✔Water filtration

✔Ventilation with radiation and chemical filters

✔Connection to a generator



BLACKOUTS AND LIBRARIES

Unbreakable Point in Tatarbunar Central Library 

(Odesa region)
Director Yaroslav Mudryi National 

Library of Ukraine with a generator



Lviv Public Libraries

LIBRARIES AS LOGISTIC CENTERS FOR INTERNALLY 
DISPLACED PERSONS

Lviv Region Library 

for Children



Lviv Region Library for Children

THERAPY EVENTS FOR WAR VICTIMS

Library for Children in 

Chernivtsi



LIBRARIES AS DIGITAL EDUCATION HUBS 

Kopychynetsk city library

https://osvita.diia.gov.ua/en/hubs

Project ‘Library as Digital education 

hubs’ started in 2020 

Ukrainian Library Association 

Ministry of Digital Transformation

UNDP



LIBRARIES FOR MEDIA AND INFORMATION LITERACY

Khmelnytsky City Library

Training on cybersecurity 

Video lectures and video meetings on 

info-hygiene

Ukrainian Library Association 

«How not to become a vegetable»



”ALL-UKRAINIAN ONLINE SCHOOL” IN LIBRARIES

Library in Koselshchyna (Poltava region)Digital platform for online learning



Khmelnytsk Regional Library

English speaking club

STUDY FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN LIBRARIES

Library of University of Food Technology

Germany speaking club



STUDY OF THE UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE IN LIBRARIES

Khmelnytsk Regional Library

Speaking club "Tell me in Ukrainian"

Kyiv local government 
survey via  a mobile application 
“Digital Kyiv” – 2023 

✓ 33% - changed the language of 
communication from Russian to 
Ukrainian after 

✓ 86% - Ukrainian is the mother 
languages 

✓ 12% - Russian is the mother 
languages 



LIBRARIES SAVE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

‘Those who do not remember their past 

are not worthy of their future’ 

(Maksym Rylsky, Ukrainian writer)

Digital collection of

of Kyiv Mohyla Academy Library

✓ more than 20 mln documental heritage

✓ less than 1 % of documental heritage 

have been digitized 
(Survey-2023 by ULA)

Digital library ’Culture of Ukraine’ 

by Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine



LIBRARIES SAVE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

✓ Ukrainian Library 

Association 

coordinates the 

project ‘Creation 

of the National 

Electronic Library 

of Ukraine’, 

supported by 

UNESCO

https://ndlu.ula.org.ua

https://ndlu.ula.org.ua/


LIBRARIES SAVE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Mobile stations for saving library documents

✓ ARCH 1 is a mobile station for preservation 

and restoration

✓ ARCH 1 is a mobile station for digitization

National Library of Czech Republic

Yaroslav Mudryi National Library of Ukraine

Ukrainian Library Association



Archiving documents about the 

Russian-Ukrainian war
Ukrainian Library Association and Portico

LIBRARIES CREATE AND SAVE NEW HISTORY

Vinnytsia Regional Universal Scientific 

Library 

Project ”Voices of living history” collects 

military and civilian evidances about the 

Russian-Ukrainian war 



LIBRARIES ARE AMBASSADORS AND DRIVERS OF OPEN SCIENCE

✓ 2005 – Ukrainian libraries started to work with 

Open Access

✓ 2006 – the first institutional repository -

Ukrainian Catholic University

✓ 2022 – National plan of Open Science 

✓ 2022 – the first university policy on Open 

Science – National Technical University of 

Ukraine ”Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic 
Institute”

Libraries are centers of OS competency

✓ Open Access Journals
✓ Open Access to Conference Proceedings
✓ Institutional Repositories
✓ Open Education Resources
✓ Open Research Data

Open Research Data webinars by Kyiv-Polytechnic 

Library

Ukrainian Library Association and Open Science

✓Cooperation with Ministry of Education and 

Science 

✓Advocacy at the government level

✓Section of University Libraries for librarian 

competency  



THE UKRAINIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY COMMUNITIES 
ARE TOGETHER TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF THE WAR



THE UKRAINIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY COMMUNITIES 
ARE TOGETHER TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF THE WAR



THE UKRAINIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY COMMUNITIES 
ARE TOGETHER TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF THE WAR



4. UKRAINIAN LIBRARIES AND FUTURE OF UKRAINE



UKRAINIAN LIBRARIES. VISION

Libraries are a space for co-operation, 

a place of strength, growth and 

maturation for

✓ people of the future

✓ the future of the community

✓ the future of Ukraine



Libraries are a key player and a 
fulcrum
✓ for the development of human 

capital
✓ for the reintegration of the de-

occupied territories
✓ for post-war recovery
✓ for the development of an 

economically strong and 
democratic Ukraine

UKRAINIAN LIBRARIES. VISION



? AFTER THE VICTORY OR RIGHT NOW

Managing the future

All our decisions and actions 

today have an impact on the 

future



LIBRARY LEADERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE OF UKRAINE 


