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ВСТУП 

Всеохоплююча екологічна криза останніх десятиліть, що є 

результатом порушення системної рівноваги між людиною і природою, 

постає однією з екзистенційних загроз сучасного світу. Дедалі більше 

підвищення глобальної середньої температури суттєво впливає на клімат 

планети, призводячи до незворотних наслідків, відчутних для кожного 

«ланцюжка» біосфери. Чи не найголовнішою причиною цих процесів є 

антропогенне знищення лісів – легень Землі, – що постійно привертає увагу 

не лише екологів, а й письменників. 

Остання третина минулого століття позначилася бурхливим 

розвитком енвайронменталізму – концепції зосередженості на екологічних 

і природоохоронних аспектах «зеленої» ідеології та політики. Увага до 

екології відбилася і в художній літературі, що сприяло виникненню 

екофікшн, де довкілля поставало першочерговим áктором. Література 

екофікшн виникла здебільшого під впливом наукової фантастики: що чекає 

на планету майбутнього? – це питання цікавило митців не одного покоління. 

Можливо, найоригінальніше на нього відповіла Урсула Ле Ґуїн у повісті 

«Слово для світу – ліс» (“The Word for World Is Forestˮ, 1972): у 

майбутньому нічого доброго не чекає ані на нашу Землю, ані на будь-яку 

іншу планету, на яку прийде людина, адже вона завжди і скрізь 

експлуатуватиме довкілля, підлаштовуючи його під себе. Авторка однією з 

перших вказала на негативний характер концепції антропоцентризму, проте 

лише у XXI ст. той факт, що ми живемо в антропоцені, а не в голоцені, став 

очевидним. Люди усвідомили себе винними у згубному впливі на довкілля 

надто пізно. У літературі екофікшн цей факт відбився у зміні науково-

фантастичного характеру оповіді на історико-реалістичний. 

Актуальність дослідження літератури екофікшн, яка невипадково 

саме сьогодні перебуває в авангарді літературного процесу, хоча існує не 

перше десятиліття і є одним із найефективніших засобів «екологізації» 
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SUMMARY 

 

The environmental crisis of the last decades – the result of a violation of a 

balance between man and nature – appears as one of the existential threats of the 

modern world. The increase in the global average temperature significantly affects 

the planet’s climate, leading to irreversible consequences that are felt by every 

“chain” of the biosphere. Perhaps the most important cause of these processes is the 

anthropogenic destruction of forests – the lungs of the Earth – which constantly 

attracts the attention of not only ecologists but also writers. 

The topicality of the study of ecofiction is undeniable: it has been around for 

more than a decade and is one of the most effective means of ʻgreeningʼ public 

consciousness. Until recently, however, ecofiction has not even been recognised as 

a literary phenomenon in its own right, although this is gradually changing as a result 

of growing concern about climate change. Environmental issues and characters in 

ecofiction permeate all genres of fiction, so it can be seen as a cross-genre 

phenomenon, forcing all participants in the literary process to recognise the 

changing world around them and their place in it. This willingness to finally see and 

illustrate the real relationship between man and nature gives a fragile hope for the 

salvation of humanity and is at the heart of almost every ecofiction story. 

One of the most symptomatic ʻgreenʼ (cli-fi) novels of our time, which goes 

to the heart of environmental issues, is the family saga “Greenwood” (2019) by the 

Canadian writer Michael Christie. This is his second novel, an international 

bestseller, which has not yet been translated into Ukrainian and has been nominated 

for many awards. This is no coincidence because the new history of the world is 

ecological: this is how we can formulate the main idea of “Greenwood” – the 

chronicle of a family living in British Columbia near a forest with thousands of trees, 

which appears at the same time as the main decorative element of the novel and a 

style-creating trope: the main characters bear the surname Greenwood, which 

reproduces the name of the area where the story begins and becomes the main 

metaphor of the saga of several generations. 



Christie has written a novel that is difficult to classify as a specific genre: the 

combination of descriptions of the characteristics of the area in different periods, 

historical events related to the woodworking industry, bright characters with difficult 

fates and detective stories creates a synthesis of a realistic work and a dystopia of 

eco-apocalyptic tales. This intricate tale of legacy, sacrifice, nature and love is 

uniquely designed and structured like tree rings, with each ring corresponding to a 

generation of the Greenwood dynasty, telling the fascinating story of a family that 

lives and dies in the shadow of its own secrets. In realising such an idea, Christie 

skilfully untangles the knot of lies, omissions and half-truths that underpin the origin 

story of almost every family. 

The study aims to identify those literary devices expressing current 

environmental problems that model the artistic space of Christie’s epic novel 

“Greenwood” as a landmark work of English-language ecofiction. The object of 

research is the family saga “Greenwood” in the modern literary process, the subject 

is the means of representing environmental issues in the unity of their artistic and 

socio-ecological dimensions. The research methodology is based on the ideas of an 

interdisciplinary approach through the prism of ecocritical studying of a work of 

fiction, in particular on the methods of literary studies and linguistics (hermeneutic, 

cultural-historical, linguistic-stylistic), ecosophy (dialectical), anthropology and 

cultural studies, as well as based on a socio-semiotic approach to the translation of 

the original fiction text. 

The scientific novelty of this thesis lies primarily in the lack of research on 

“Greenwood” (except some critical entries), which determines the scientific 

perspectives of its study in the context of the global environmental transformations 

of the 21st century and allows the results of the research to be extrapolated to the 

entire diversity of the most recent English-language ecofiction literature. 

The emergence of ecofiction is a cultural response to the environmental 

challenges of our time. Through the lens of this cross-genre phenomenon, 

contemporary literature examines pressing environmental issues, promotes 

sustainability, and encourages readers to re-evaluate their relationship with the 



natural world. As writers explore the complex connections between literature, 

nature, culture and ethics, they are helping to shape both historical perspectives and 

future trajectories. Eco-literature invites readers to engage more deeply with 

environmental issues, fostering a sense of shared responsibility and inspiring 

positive action for the health and preservation of our planet. Through the complex 

interplay of words, ideas and the environment, the influence of eco-literature extends 

beyond literature to influence the wider discourse on environmentalism. 

While every reader has their preferences for the kinds of mysteries that capture 

our imagination, tangled family stories like Greenwood’s are among the most 

interesting. The novel spans several periods and links events whose significance 

could never have been foreseen by those involved, which is akin to putting together 

a jigsaw puzzle of reality that, when viewed through the prism of an ecocritical 

approach, allows us to conclude the primacy of nature as a place and means of 

existence, social development and even spiritual fulfilment. 

The literary devices for representing environmental issues naturally appear as 

one of the most powerful means for expressing the author’s intentions in 

“Greenwoodˮ. Among those devices are alliteration, assonance, epithet, allusion, 

parallelism, hyperbole, simile, anaphora, personification, epiplexis, capitalisation, 

etc. In this way, Christie combines the personal and the global, the human world and 

the natural world, the past and the future in the pages of a novel that insistently 

demonstrates that these distinctions do not exist, or at least should not exist. 

The story of the Greenwoods, masterfully presented by Christie through eco-

narratives, predicts an all too plausible scenario of environmental disaster. Although 

Christie is not the first to suggest that humanity has already missed its chance to 

prevent collapse, his novel could be a telling conclusion to a Chinese proverb Willow 

has always loved: “The best time to plant a tree is always twenty years ago. And the 

second-best time is always nowˮ. 

In the absence of a professional Ukrainian translation of the novel, 

translational transformations (lexical, stylistic, morphological, syntactic, semantic 

and mixed, including replacement of a part of speech, particularisation, addition, 



omission, clause division, synonymous and antonymic translation, etc.) in the 

translation of the ʻgreenʼ discourse of the saga into the Ukrainian language are 

primarily determined by the desire to preserve the originality of the manifestation of 

the author’s intentions. The translation of fiction is a complex process that depends 

on many factors, including the orientation to the original language, the target 

language, the adaptability of the original to certain pragmatic needs, etc. We used 

what is known as the socio-semiotic approach, which deals with all aspects of 

literary translation and, consequently, meaning-making, and which has proved to be 

productive in the translation of English-language ecofiction. 

Exploring the role of national affiliation and sociocultural orientation of 

authors who put forward the idea of global interconnectedness and interdependence 

of all living beings in the natural world, recognising the intrinsic value of both man 

and the surrounding world, seems to be a promising direction for studying ecofiction 

literature. Today, in the conditions of the crisis of dialogue between countries, the 

task of finding ways to bring cultures together is extremely urgent. Ecocriticism, as 

a model of interpretation and a literary approach, can not only provide writers and 

researchers with a toolkit for understanding the commonalities of different cultures’ 

views of nature but can also become a means of building a holistic ecosophical 

worldview that would model a ʻgreenʼ future for humanity. 
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