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The World We Live In

We live in a world of significant differences 
between different social environments.

The economic crisis at the beginning of the 
millennium and the COVID epidemic showed 
how vulnerable the global community really is.

The war in Ukraine shows the complete rigidity 
and impotence of decision-makers in solving 
political and economic dilemmas for the benefit 
of the community.

After all the disasters of the 21st century, society 
will need a comprehensive consideration and 
strengthening of democratic decision-making 
processes. Reference: https://www.visualcapitalist.com/distribution-of-global-wealth-chart/

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/distribution-of-global-wealth-chart/


Democracy and Information Literacy

Democracy is supposed to represent one of 
the highest values in the modern 
community.

Democracy is based on respect for the law, 
mutual respect, respect for, differences, 
respect for human rights and - on credible 
and true information.

An interesting phenomenon: the 
development of IT technology and digital 
literacy is relatively inversely correlated with 
information literacy.

In the jungle of data and information in the 
digital environment and in the name of 
freedom of speech, we can often come 
across false or half-true information. How to 
respond?

Reference: https://medium.com/illumination/visiting-the-problem-of-
stupidity-in-democracy-14d87ae7e828

https://medium.com/illumination/visiting-the-problem-of-stupidity-in-democracy-14d87ae7e828


Science in the Digital Environment

COVID has shown a huge gap in trust 
between academia and the wider 
community.
Many cultural changes are needed in 
scientific research work.
Competitive science vs. collaborative 
science.
Necessary changes in the method of 
funding research work.
Necessary changes in the assessment 
system of scientific work.
Necessary integration of the local 
community with research institutions.

Reference: https://www.tcs.com/perspectives/articles/the-digital-revolution-of-life-
sciences-companies

https://www.tcs.com/perspectives/articles/the-digital-revolution-of-life-sciences-companies


What Can Academic Libraries Do?

Promotion of qualitative systems of 
assessment of scientific work.

Providing the infrastructure to implement 
open science practices.

Promotion of open publications.

Encouragement and support in 
Responsible Research Data Management.

Encouraging and supporting "early and 
open" sharing of research.

Citizen Science.
Reference: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/15/style/richard-macksey-library.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/15/style/richard-macksey-library.html


Assessment of Scientific Work

The evaluation should be based on the actual 
quality of the work itself and not on the 
platform of publication (e.g. on the IF of the 
journal).

DORA Declaration

The Leiden Manifesto

http://www.leidenmanifesto.org/

The Agreement on Reforming Research 
Assessment

https://www.scienceeurope.org/news/rra-
agreement-final/

Reference: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-02404-4

http://www.leidenmanifesto.org/
https://www.scienceeurope.org/news/rra-agreement-final/
https://sfdora.org/read/read-the-declaration-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B0
https://sfdora.org/read/read-the-declaration-%D1%83%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%97%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B0
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Providing the Infrastructure to Implement
Open Science Practices

Management of trusted repositories for open access 
to scientific works according to FAIR principles.

Information support for open science (information 
support for open publications, network of data 
stewards, data librarians, etc.)

Copyright Clearance Centers.

Transformative agreements with publishers, 
agreements with publishers of fully open journals.

Establishment, management and integration of 
university publishing houses.

Citizen Science Contact points. Reference: https://stangarfield.medium.com/repositories-and-knowledge-bases-
13b78f8defa4

https://stangarfield.medium.com/repositories-and-knowledge-bases-13b78f8defa4


Open Access to Open Publications

Key objective: Authors should retain 
the copyright!

The Green Way: A Rights Retention 
Strategy developed by cOAlition S.

Publications in fully open journals.

Sustainable and transparent APC 
pricing.

Publications on publishing platforms.
Reference: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benefitsofopenaccess_cc-
by_logo.pd_eng.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benefitsofopenaccess_cc-by_logo.pd_eng.jpg
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Responsible Research Data Management

Reference: https://www.openaire.eu/blogs/research-data-management-rdm-
support-at-the-university-of-vienna

RDM according to FAIR principles.

Open as much as possible, closed as necessary.

Importance of RDM policies at the institution 
level.

The importance of training for researchers and 
support staff.

New required competencies for RDM.

Management of trusted data repositories and 
use of existing ones 
(https://www.re3data.org/). 

Establishment of support centers at the 
institution level.

https://www.openaire.eu/blogs/research-data-management-rdm-support-at-the-university-of-vienna
https://www.re3data.org/
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Early and Open Sharing

Recommended OS practice in Horizon 
Europe.

Pre-registrations, registration reports.

Many benefits of  „early and open 
sharing“:
- Increased visibility,
- International recognition,
- Early announcement of research,
- Peer-review research design.

Reference: https://medium.com/@hanft/early-data-sharing-can-contain-
pandemics-a-call-for-collaboration-7c8c97d01a70

https://medium.com/@hanft/early-data-sharing-can-contain-pandemics-a-call-for-collaboration-7c8c97d01a70


Citizen Science

Reference: https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2022/05/Citizen_science

Citizen Science as a bridge between 
academia and the wider community.

Academic libraries as Contact Centers for 
Citizen Science.

Connection with different stakeholders.

"Citizen Science does not make citizens 
better researchers but researchers 
better citizens.„ (Tiberius Ignat). 

https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2022/05/Citizen_science


CTK as National Contact Point for Citizen
Science



National Contact Point for Citizen Science –
basic principles

BESPOC (Broad Engagement in Science, Point of Contact) 
offers these services and activities:

• A platform to build and continuously update Citizen 
Science policies, to review projects and infrastructures and 
to connect all potential stakeholders.

• Sharing information and advocacy about Citizen Science 
activities.

• A collection of templates for Citizen Science activities (data 
sheets, protocols, training methods, checklists, reports, 
evaluation forms, etc.).

• Entry points and dissemination points for scholarly and 
layperson communications.

• A point of reference for scientists to show how to apply the 
Citizen Science concept in research work and to 
incorporate it into grant proposals.

• A gateway for the public to propose research projects.

Reference: Ignat, T. and Ayris, P., 2020. Built to last! Embedding 
open science principles and practice into European universities. 
Insights, 33(1), p.9. DOI: http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.501

http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.501


Implementing Scientific Excellence to Local
Communities

Open Science raises the scientific 
excellence and visibility of academic 
institutions.

Connecting universities and other 
research organizations with the local 
community is also a promoter of 
scientific excellence, and it means 
sharing and implementing of 
knowledge in the local community.

Reference: University of Ljubljana http://www.uni-lj.si

http://www.uni-lj.si/


Thank You!

Reference: STEP CHANGE: Wildlife conservation in Slovenia https://eu-citizen.science/project/283


