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Introduction  

Increasing of the competitiveness and 
efficiency of the Ukrainian railway transport is 
impossible without solving a number of priority 
issues, including [1]: ensuring efficient railway 
technology taking into account energy, economic 
and environmental criteria, development of railway 
infrastructure for high-speed traffic, improving the 
rolling stock, planning of energy consumption re-
sources, introduction of effective control methods 
for railway transport at all levels of the production 
cycle. In this  problem list is very important prob-
lem - the energy saving in traction power supply 
systems. In [2] it is shown that this problem has 
complex, multi-level and multi-factor nature. 

The definition of rational modes of traction 
power supply DC systems has previously been per-
formed without taking into account the realities of 
nowadays, when there is a market economy, there 
are different options for electricity payment (by 
flat-rate tariffs, differentiated tariffs or wholesale 
prices). Now, the energy component in the trans-
portation tariff has reached  20 % [3], and taking 
into account global trends this component will con-
tinue to rise.  During decisions process we need 
firstly to take into account not only technical indi-
cators, but also economic (cost of electricity con-
sumed). In [4] it's discussed a method for calcula-
tion of rational modes of traction power supply 
system, based on genetic algorithms. 

Purpose of this article is to describe the creat-
ed software for the calculation of rational modes of 
traction power supply system. 

In the context of the definition of rational 
modes of electric power supply  systems power 
system can be considered as a combination of dif-
ferent processes, combined solution of the contin-
uous supply of electric rolling stock with appropri-
ate quality. Thus must be a cost-effective con-
sumption of energy and reduction of losses emerg-
ing during transmission and transformation. During 
control process of the power supply system along 
with optimal power supply problems in the auto-
mated control system of power supply (ACSPS) 
are also solved the problem of collecting, pro-

cessing, planning and forecasting of technology 
process and equipment state. Like any complex 
system, power traction system has a hierarchical 
structure consisting of individual subsystems        
(Fig.1), having their own objectives and one com-
mon goal for all automated system. These subsys-
tems are located at different levels of hierarchy, 
interact, and have an external connection with dis-
trict power systems and other railway subsystems. 
Each subsystem is a part of automated system ac-
cording to certain parameters, corresponding to the 
specific objectives and tasks of control. In these 
tasks subsystem can be considered as an independ-
ent system. 

Control within power supply distance includes 
three levels: the first control level implements 
manual and automated equipment and decentral-
ized control modes, the second control level in-
volves local operating (remote) and automatic cen-
tralized hardware control of traction substations, 
sectioning point, etc., and the third level of control 
implements automated supervisory system 
(SCADA). Here it’s carrying a centralized control 
of traction substations, sectioning points and other 
elements. 

The information goes from higher points of the 
fourth and fifth control levels , respectively (the 
power supply department of railway and the main 
power control department of Ukrzaliznycia). The 
operational control information goes to the dis-
tance energy dispatcher for coordinating modes of 
power distance of given railway. Energy controller 
takes into account the main electric parameters of 
traction subsystem, that performs all types of plan-
ning for railways, and communicates with the 
power supply department of Ukrzaliznycia and 
energy systems. Automated dispatch control sys-
tem (ADCS) provides automated collection and 
processing of   necessary information for continu-
ous monitoring and centralized control. 

The mode of the power supply system is deter-
mined by operational control tasks to be solved.  

We can define the mode of power supply sys-
tem as a set of processes that determine at any time 
the state of power supply system. And parameters 
of the power supply system modes are indicators of 
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the mode of the system and the conditions of oper-
ation: power, voltage, power flows on the traction 
lines, frequency, and so on. 

Power supply system is characterized by pa-
rameters, i.e. parameters that are depended on the 
properties of the system equipment, its configura-
tion and determine the value of the coefficients, 
which is established by the interconnection and 
interdependence of the modes. 

In normal mode, it's carrying regulation of 
power supply system, its adjustment for providing 
the requirements of power quality and reliability of 
its supply, maintenance and repair, collection, 
processing all documents on power supply 
distance. In this mode we can calculate the rational 
modes. 

In emergency mode, the devices of protection 
are triggered (relay protection). In this case, the 
operational control staff makes necessary 
disconnections for disabling failure devices. 
However, due to the low performance of control 
system the quality of control can worsens. 

In post-emergency mode personal solves the 
problem of restoring normal power supply scheme 
with given quality of electricity, inputing to the 
work the failed equipment, taking measures to 
eliminate the causes of the accident and repair 
damaged equipment. 

Solving tasks of operational control it’s 
nessesery   envisages maximum use of the energy 
controller experience. Depending on the situation, 
energy dispatcher have different time to make 
decisions that taken by him. In emergency 
situations amount of information increases and the 
time for decision is reduced to a few seconds or 
minutes. 

The subsystem of the 3-rd level pro-
vides centrally managed dispatching of elements, 
objects and modes of supply, exchange of infor-
mation with power dispatcher points of power sys-
tems and service management. 

Electric power supply system in the normal 
mode moves from one state to another, the mis-
match between the actual and desired states of the 
power supply system in the operational thinking is 
regarded as a problem. In man-machine systems is 
very important to study the problem of states and 
conditions analysis, and making decisions. 

By analyzing the problems of the states we un-
derstand the problems associated with the tasks of 
identifying such conditions that define the prob-
lems of decision-making. 

The decision-making problems are the prob-
lems of finding alternatives. The person who 
makes decisions (DM) selects a specific alternative 

(from set of alternatives) having knowledge of ob-
ject state, control systems, decision rules. 

 

 
Fig. 1. Block diagram of the power supply con-

trol system of Ukrzaliznytcia 

The above problems can be considered as a 
sequence of steps.  

Stage 1 - evaluation of traction power supply 
system state. In general, we can talk about collec-
tion a certain amount of information by control 
system about a state of the power system and about 
environment. Here we catch the mismatch between 
the desired and actual parameters of modes. If 
there is no mismatches, we can assume that there is 
no decision-making problem. 

Step 2 - defining the objectives and perfor-
mance criteria of rational modes definition. At this 
stage should be determined the necessity of chang-
ing (or saving) the current state of the power sup-
ply system, i.e. we establish some control target. 
This is done by analyzing the current mode disad-
vantages. As a result, can be formed a representa-
tion of the rational mode in general. Providing ra-
tional mode in these conditions is a goal of control 
in this context. 

3rd stage - development of solutions. It's devel-
oping existing methods for achieving the goal. It's 
necessary to ensure the completeness of possible 
states of the system power supply. 

Stage 4 - making decisions about rational mode. 
Here it's defined a the set of possible solutions in 
the context of efficiency of our goals. As a result, 
there is one solution for poviding a rational mode. 

Stage 5 - introducing solutions into action. In 
this stage it's producing a regulation of control pa-
rameters of electric power supply system for ensur-
ing the rational mode.  

On the basis of the above principles of rational 
modes of power supply system can be set up 
the monitor system for ensuring the rational modes 
of the system, which for each time point could 



88 ISSN 9516-5456  Електрифікація транспорту, № 5. - 2013.

електропостачання / power supply

©  . ., 2013

 

evaluate the system mode and propose measures to 
ensure the most advantageous mode.   

The block diagram of that system is shown in 
Fig. 2. 

The system includes the following elements: 
      power traction system model; 
      train flow model; 
      model of electricity praces; 
    reliability analysis block of switching devic-

es; 
      model of non traction consumers receiving 

power from tire traction substations; 
      model of selection of energy saving 

measures for ensuring rational modes of power 
supply system; 

      power system model. 
 

 
Fig. 2.  System of providing the rational modes 

of  traction power supply system 

To find the rational modes of traction power 
supply system we proposed a program complex 
His block diagram is shown on Fig. 3. 

 

 
 

Fig. 3. Elements of software complex 
 
It is assumed that the flow of trains on the 

railway is a steady stream of ordinary 
homogeneous events with limited after-effect 
[4,5]. Stationarity of flow is a property when the 
probability of a particular number of events in time 
length depends only on the size and length of 
interval and not depends of the position of interval 
on the time axis. Ordinary of flow is property 
when probability of getting  two or more events on 
the elementary interval t is negligible compared 
with the probability of getting a single event. 

The purpose of described in this article software 
complex is evaluation of rational modes of power 
supply traction system, namely  determination of 
the optimal number of power and traction trans-
formers at each substation, the level of voltage on 
the fiders of traction substations, rational schemes 
of contact lines (taking into account the variable 

cost of electric energy and reliability of the equip-
ment). Described software system minimizes the 
following objective function  
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where Ce(t)  rates for electricity that is consumed 
by the transportation process (single-rate, whole-
sale, multi-rate); i - power losses in traction 
line on i-th zone without countervailing currents; 

yi  power losses in the traction line on the i-th 
zone, caused by the inequality of the voltage on 
substations;   losses of power in the equip-
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ment of i-th traction substation;   damage from 
reduced reliability of transformers and switching 
devices;   period of time for which the costs are 
determined. 

The structure of the program. To describe the 
structure of the program it was was selected com-
ponent diagram (Fig. 4), which describes the fea-
tures of the physical system representation. 

The peculiarity of the proposed component dia-
gram is the fact that one of the modules (Dmod-
ule.cpp) uses a third party program (Interbase 

Server) to access the database files (Energ, Profil, 
Poezdka).     

 The input data for the software package are: 

- Ce(t)  electricity tariff;; 
-   period of time for which the power loss-

es are calculated; 
- _ , _   load losses for power and 

traction transformers respectively; 
- Ci  the cost of the i-th operation of re-

source restoring; 
- (t) – the total failures rate; 

 
Fig. 4. Component Diagram

- 0( )r S   resistance of traction line in section 
S, Om;; 

- ( , )s x  – current distribution function; 
- NP – number of substations; 

- ND – number of sector; 
- NKi – the number of tracks on the i-th sector; 
- NV  – the number of nodes in the i-th sector; 

- ,  – load losses, respectively 
for power transformers and traction ones for i-th 
traction substation, kW; 

- _ , _  – rated currents, respective-
ly for power transformers and traction ones in i-th 
substation, KA; 

- ( )f t  –  density of intervals between train; 
- Qij  – mass of the j-th train that runs along 

the i-th sector, t; 

- ij – the unit energy consumption of  j-th 
train that runs along the i-th sector, kWh/10 4 · t · 
km; 

- vij – the average speed of the j-th train that 
runs along the i-th sector, km / h; 

- u  – the average voltage kV; 
- Li – the length of the i-th section, km; 

- d   – rated current of i-th traction transform-
er, KA; 

- r1pi, r2pi – active resistance of reactors 1 and 
2 of the smoothing device of i-th traction substa-
tion (TS), Om; 

- E1i – the step of voltage regulation on the 
primary transformer i-th TS, kV; 

- E1maxi – maximum traction transformer 
primary voltage of the i-th TS, kV; 

- E2i – regulation step by primary voltage of 
power transformer i-th TS, kV; 
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- E2maxi – the maximum primary voltage of 
power transformer i-th TS kV; 

- l0i – position of RUL (regulation under load) 
of traction transformer of i-th substation; 

- k0i – RUL position of i-th substation.  
After starting the program executable file it's 

displayed the main window. This window allows 
to perform the following operations: 

-        on the tab "System ELS" section choose 
traction line for which you want to calculate ra-
tional modes of operation, to enter information 
about TS for given section (Fig.5); 

-        on the tab "Zone" enter information about 
sections between TS, the number of tracks and 
nodes in each zone (Fig.6); 

-        on the tab "Results" - view the results of 
traction calculations; 

-        on the tab "Train" - enter information about 
the trains that move along selected section; 

-        on the tab "equipment of TS" - enter infor-
mation about the power substation equipment. 

 

 
 

Fig.5. The tab "System ELS 'main window 

 
Fig. 6. Tab "Zone" in the main program window 
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The window "Constant data" (Fig. 7) can be 
displayed by using the buttom "Aux. table." It con-
tains the scientific background information, which 
is situated on options "Electric locomotives", 
"Characteristics of electric locomotives," "Trans-
formers substations", "Converters of substations", 

"cost", "Parameters of GA", "intensity", "Substa-
tion equipment", " damage ". 
 Option "Cost of electricity losses" shows the 
graph of the cost of existing electricity losses in the 
section of traction line and the cost of losses for 
rational modes of power supply system. 

 
  

 
Fig. 7. The window "Constant Data" 

 
In the "Schemes of contact line' displays the ex-

isting schemes and rational ways of connecting to 
the nodes for each zone between TS.{0On the 
"voltage levels on substations" displays the real 
and rational levels of voltage for each given sub-
station.On the "Transformers" is displayed an ex-
isting and rational number of power and traction 
transformers for each given substation."Charts" 
displays graphs of the cost of electricity and the 
intensity of the flow of trains. 

As a result of the software work system calcu-
lated the following indicators: 

-   the cost of power losses; 
- l  – Traction transformer RUL position of i-

th TS; 
- ki  power transformer RUL position for i-th 

TS;  
- m  the total number of switching power 

equipment; 
- uv – u-connection of the way to the v-th 

node (1 - connected, 2 - not connected); 
- 1 , 2   the number of simultaneously 

working power transformers and traction trans-
formers for i-th TS ( 1 or 2). 

This software package has been evaluated on 
the Pridneprovskaya i Doneckaya railways.Due to 
the modes optimization on Krasnoarmejskaya 

power supply distance on the basis of the discussed 
software package it's reduced electricity consump-
tion by 474 million kWh for month. · 

  
Conclusions: 
1. The problem of definition of rational modes 

of traction power supply system has multi-level 
and multi-purpose nature. 

2. It's possible to reduce energy losses in the el-
ements of the contact line by switching to the dif-
ferent contact line scheme and by regulating the 
voltage on the traction power substations (by 
switching the RUL or by using other devices) and 
the power and traction transformers, making a ra-
tional switching to the parallel scheme. 

3. It's described a specialized program complex 
for finding rational mode of traction power supply 
system. 
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AUTOMATIED  WORKSTATION  FOR  CALCULATING  RATIONAL  
MODE  OF TRACTION  POWER  SUPPLY  SYSTEMS 

Improving the competitiveness and efficiency of railway transport of Ukraine is impossible without solving a 
number of priority issues, including: providing a rational railway technology taking into account energetic, eco-
nomic and environmental criteria, infrastructure development for high-speed motion, improving consumption 
energy planning, the implementation of effective management at all levels of the production cycle. This list very 
important problem is energy saving in power supply traction systems.  This problem is complex, multi-level and 
multi-factor in nature.  

The definition of rational modes of traction power supply DC systems has previously been performed with-
out taking into account the realities of our time, when there is a market economy, there are different options 
for electricity payment (by flat-rate tariffs, differentiated tariffs or wholesale prices for electricity). Now, the en-
ergy component in the transportation tariff has reached 20%, and taking into account global trends will contin-
ue to rise. When making decisions in firstly we need to take into account not only technical indicators, but also 
economic (cost of electricity consumed). 

The paper presents the principles of rational modes of the power supply systems. This make a basis for cre-
ation a monitoring system for ensuring the rational modes, which could for each time point evaluate the power 
supply system mode and propose the measures to ensure the most profitable mode.   

It's done the description of the specialized software that allows you to define rational modes of traction 
power supply system. The discussed program uses a genetic algorithm to determine the rational modes. This 
article contains screenshots of developed software. 
Keywords: power supply system, genetic algorithm, energy savings, the program complex. 
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