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ACADEMIC LIBRARIES FOR SOCIAL EMPOWERMENT OF
DISABLED PEOPLE: CITIZEN SCIENCE ACTIONS OF THE CAELUM
PROJECT IN GREECE

This presentation examines an innovative approach to social inclusion of persons with disabilities through
citizen science initiatives implemented within academic library settings. As part of the Erasmus+ CAELUM project,
Web2Learn, in collaboration with the University of Macedonia Library, will design and deploy community-driven
actions addressing the needs of disabled citizens, specifically targeting Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals and
those with reduced mobility. This case study provides valuable insights on how academic libraries can serve as
catalysts for social inclusion and empowerment by combining institutional resources with community-led citizen
science methodologies. The citizen science actions involve at least 20 participants, including academic library staff,
disabled citizens, and higher education students. Finally, this contribution will share reflections on the expected
outcomes of the Greek CAELUM case study, namely how academic libraries may: a) achieve improved crisis
response capabilities for social inclusion, b) adopt practical solutions for accessibility challenges, and ¢) enhance
civic participation of both students and disabled community members in shaping their communities’ wellbeing.
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AKAJZEMIYHI BIBJIIOTEKU /UISA COOIAJIBHOTI'O PO3HINPEHHSA
MOKJIUBOCTEM JIIOJIEHA 3 THBAJIIJTHICTIO: TPOMAJISTHCBKA
HAYKA B PAMKAX ITPOEKTY CAELUM Y I'PELIII

VY momoBimi po3rIAmAEThCsA IHHOBAIIMHWE MiAXig IO COMiaidbHOI 1HKIIFO31l 0Ci0 3 iHBaNiTHICTIO Yepes
IHIIIaTUBU TPOMAISHCHKOI HAYKH, IO PEai3yloThCS B akajgeMiuyHmx OiOmiorekax. B pamkax mpoekry Erasmus+
CAELUM kommaniss Web2Learn y cmiBmpani 3 6i0mioTekoro YHiBepcuTeTy MakenoHii po3poOuTh i BIIPOBAAUTH
3ax0JI¥, CIPSMOBAHI Ha 3aJI0BOJICHHSA MOTPeO TPOMAJSH 3 IHBANITHICTIO, 30KpeMa TIyXHX 1 c1abodyrodux ocib Ta
ocib 3 oOmexeHow MobutbHIcTIO. el npukiian nae niHHYy iHMOpMAaLio PO Te, SIK akageMidHi 6101iI0TeKn MOXKYTh
BHCTYIIAaTH KaTali3aTOpaMH COIiaIbHOI 1HKIII031i Ta pO3IMIMPEHHS MOKINBOCTEH, MOETHYIOUHN 1HCTUTYLiHHI pecypcu
3 METOJIOJIOTIsIMA TPOMAaJSHCHKOI HayKW, IO 0a3yroThcs Ha TpoMaii. Y 3axolJax IpOMaasSHCHKOI HayKH OepyTh
ydacTh mioHaiimMeHme 20 y9YacHHKIB, cepel SKHX CHIBpOOITHWKHM akKaJeMiuyHuX O0i0JioTek, TpoMaiasHu 3
IHBAJTIJTHICTIO Ta CTYJICHTH BUIIMX HABYAIBHUX 3aKiafiB. [IpecTaBieHi MipKyBaHHs MO0 OYiKyBaHUX PE3yIbTATIB
rpeuskoro mpukiaaxy CAELUM, a came: sk akazgemiyHi OiONIOTEKM MOXYTh: a) JOCATTH IOKPAIIEHHS
MOXJIMBOCTEH pearyBaHHs Ha KPH30BI CHUTYyalii sl COLiasIbHOT 1HKIIO31T; 0) BIPOBAJUTH MPAKTHYHI PILlIEHHS IS
TIOJIOJIAHHS TIPOOJIEM JIOCTYIHOCTI; B) IMOCHINTH TPOMAJSIHCBKY Y4acTh SIK CTYJCHTIB, TaK 1 WICHIB CIIJIBHOTH 3
iHBaUTiTHICTIO Y (hopMyBaHHI 10OpPOOYTY CBOIX CIIUIBHOT.

Kniouosi cnosa: akanemiani 6i6ioTekn; ocodu 3 iHBaiAHICTIO; COIiaJIbHA 1HKITIO31s; TPOMasTHChKA HayKa

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY AT A NEW STAGE OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT
Te3u X MixknapoaHoi koHepenuii, M. /{ninpo, Haykosa 6iosiorexa YAYHT, 9-10 :xkoBTHsa 2025 p.



